
Twenty-five years of promoting business practices that demonstrate  
environmental stewardship, economic vitality, and social responsibility.
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GREETINGS 

Dear Friends,

This year marks the 25th Anniversary of West Michigan Sustainable 
Business Forum. Over the years we have grown exponentially in 
membership and broadened our focus to encompass all aspects  
of the Triple Bottom Line – People, Planet, and Prosperity. 

Many people think “Sustainability” is exclusive to environmental issues, 
but to achieve true sustainability, we need to operate at the nexus 
of the Venn Diagram – that spot where care for the planet, care for 
employees, and care for communities intersect. WMSBF is working with 
and supporting businesses and non-profit organizations across a wide 
spectrum of fields – manufacturing, health care, hospitality, consulting, 
and environmental and social NGOs, to name a few – to create a space 
where sustainability can be achieved for all inhabitants of this region. 

The past 25 years have seen our focus expand to include Justice, Equity, 
Diversity and Inclusion, while still maintaining a focus on environmental 
sustainability and what that means to businesses and organizations in 
Michigan. We have moved from one part-time employee to a team of 
three full-time employees and interns, extending our influence as we train 
the next generation of sustainability leaders. Our reach has expanded 
from our roots in the Grand Rapids metro area to include all of West 
Michigan from Indiana to the Straits of Mackinac, with consistent requests 
for support from across the state.

What will the next 25 years bring? The Board of Directors and I are 
excited to see what the future holds. And we look forward to the Forum 
being part of both the vanguard and the mainstay in this work to make 
West Michigan a more sustainable place.

Sincerely,

Sara Meyer 
WMSBF Board President 
Environmental Resources Management

Wendy Ogilvie
Grand Valley Metro Council

West Michigan Sustainable 
Business Forum has selected 
Wendy Ogilvie as its 2019 
President’s Award winner,  
which was presented at its  
Annual Meeting on June 17.  
The President’s Award recognizes  
a professional for their contributions 
to the organization’s growth  
and development. Wendy 
has served as the Director of 
Environmental Programs for  
Grand Valley Metro Council  
since 2013. 

2019
PRESIDENT’S AWARD

WMSBF



SEATED LEFT TO RIGHT:

Nicholas Farr | Kroon & Mitchell
             Sarah Chartier | Spectrum Health
Maureen Stroud | Shinka Sustainability Consultants
Raul Hernandez Guzman | Aquinas College
          Carissa Patrone | WMSBF
Jane Feenstra | Gordon Food Service
         Daniel Schoonmaker | WMSBF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

 EQUITY PROGRAM MANAGER
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BOARD & STAFF
WMSBF

STANDING LEFT TO RIGHT:

Allmon Forrester | John Ball Zoo
     Sara Meyer | Environmental Resources Management
             Erik Daly | Miller Johnson
      Paul Isley | Grand Valley State University
Hector Angus
Anna Keehn | Wightman & Associates, Inc.
Devan Dodge | Michigan Department of Environment,  
Great Lakes, and Energy
Dennis McKee | Consumers Energy
Lynn Spurr | Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber
      Bill Morgan | Morgan & Morgan CPAs

NOT PICTURED:

       Steve Ramus | Perrigo
Erik Petrovskis | Meijer
Jeffrey Byrd | Grand Rapids Community College

BOARD & STAFF

 PRESIDENT
 EQUITY OFFICER
 SECRETARY

 TREASURER

 VICE PRESIDENT

 IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
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With the rise of the modern 
environmental movement in the second 
half of the 20th century, the nation 
began to take notice of the negative 
impact of certain business practices on 
the natural environment and human 
health. Regulations followed. 
Adjustments in practices, systems and 
equipment to comply with these new 
regulations were often costly. This 
caused some to react with animosity 
towards the movement. 
Others were more pragmatic, 
becoming proactive, even principled. 
They knew that aiming beyond 
compliance toward more sustainable 
business practices could limit the  
risk of future regulations and also 
provide economic value back to 
 the organization.

In West Michigan, a select group was 
taking it further, experiencing personal 
revelations about the role of business 
in environmental and social concerns. 
Emboldened by a culture that 
prioritizes natural resources and the 
wellbeing of employees and 
community, pockets of forward-
thinking groups emerged locally, 
including a small coalition of 
businesses that formed the charter 
membership of West Michigan 
Sustainable Business Forum. 

 

They put competitive differences aside 
to pursue common goals. All of their 
work centered on a common idea: This 
forum should help organizations 
balance their impacts on people, planet 
and profit (the triple bottom line). 
Members would focus on environmental 
concerns, but also on the impact their 
businesses were having on their 
communities and society.

Informal knowledge sharing produced 
countless environmental and social 
outcomes for the region, quietly 
facilitating local industries’ adoption of 
sustainability. Work groups were 
formed to attack key issue areas, most 
prevalently the lack of a general entry 

tool for sustainable business 
understanding. There was no literature 
for sustainable industry and no best 
practices, so the forum created its own.

As WMSBF began to develop its 
programming and efforts, its impact 
was felt through West Michigan’s 
industrial cultures, especially in the 
fields of sustainable design and green 
building. The region’s sustainability 
claims and green bona fides are well 
known. The forum deserves credit for 
making it acceptable, even 
mainstream, for local businesses and 
government to pursue such efforts. 

Of course, the flagship West Michigan 
Sustainable Business Forum program 

A QUARTER-CENTURY OF SUSTAINABILITY LEADERSHIP

West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum is a regional collaboration of businesses, 
government, non-profits and academia dedicated to promoting business practices that  
demonstrate environmental stewardship, economic vitality and social responsibility. 

We are the leading organization for practitioners of 
beyond-compliance sustainability practices in the Midwest, 
promoting positive community change and operational 
improvements through education, collaboration and 

resource development. Now with twenty-five years under 
our belt, we at WMSBF are better able than ever to meet 
emerging needs by leveraging the efforts of an increasingly 
robust community of vendors and educational initiatives.

HISTORY
WMSBF
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HISTORY
WMSBF

has always been our monthly meetings 
and annual conferences. In our 
25 years, the forum has offered 
approximately 360 professional 
development events. These events 
have educated thousands on best 
practices, emerging issues, and 
innovative thinking and brought in  
a who’s who of national-scale experts, 
including local talent and global 
names. The number of yearly events 
has risen to 25 across three markets. 

The forum has served—and continues 
to serve—many different roles. There 
are the speakers and the knowledge. 
The working group projects. For some 

it is a networking venue, a means to 
meet peers, vendors or potential 
clients. But ultimately, the most 
significant value of the forum through 
its 25 years has likely been its ability 
to bring together disparate interests 
from business, government, education 
and the non-profit world. Today  
we work to serve as a “boundary 
organization” able to create and 
sustain meaningful and mutually 
beneficial links between diverse 
communities of experience and 
expertise, facilitating the flow  
of knowledge, personnel and  
resources to encourage  
collaboration and co-creation.

We at WMSBF look forward to 
continuing that work for the next 
quarter-century—and beyond!
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The Midwest’s Premiere Regional 
Sustainable Business Education  
and Networking Program 

We pride ourselves on consistent participation from a majority  
of the region’s most recognizable brands, largest employers  
and most innovative entrepreneurs, advocates and educators. 

The modern forum still serves as a mechanism for professional 
development, networking and tribe-building for practitioners and 
organizations, but we are becoming more and more a platform 
for investments in shared capacity to address organizational, 
industry and community sustainability concerns. We are 
strategically focused on corporate social responsibility, the 
creation of a local circular economy, promoting climate 
leadership, and the growth of green stormwater infrastructure. 

2019 FEATURED SPEAKERS

FORUM HOSTS

Kristi Artz 
Spectrum Health

Steve Barnard 
Muskegon County 
Wastewater Management 
System

Justin Beene 
Grand Rapids Center for 
Community Transformation

Kate Binder 
Bell’s Brewery

Rosalynn Bliss  
City of Grand Rapids

Don Carpenter 
Drummond Carpenter PLLC

Sarah Chartier 
Spectrum Health 

Michael Donnelly 
Amway Grand Plaza Hotel 

Joseph Engel 
The Land Conservancy  
of West Michigan

Ann Erhardt 
Commons Logic 

Ashley Fahey 
Goodyear Tire  
and Rubber Company

Matt Flechter 
Michigan Department  
of Environment, Great Lakes 
& Energy

Heidi Frasure 
Steelcase

Kyle French 
Merrill Lynch

Eric Foster 
Progress Strategies+

Beth Gibbons 
American Society of 
Adaptation Professionals

Danielle Glaser 
LinkedIn

Jim Kozminski 
Haworth

Adam London 
Kent County Department  
of Health

Jason Meyer 
Blandford Nature Center

Lynn Mulder 
PADNOS

Janine Oberstadt 
Creative Dining Services

Erik Petrovskis 
Meijer 

Patti Poppe 
Consumers Energy

Elliott Rader 
The Gluten Free Bar

Carrie Rivette 
City of Grand Rapids

Brock Rodgers 
Foresight

Eric Saigeon 
Intertek

Paul Smith 
Kent County Department  
of Public Works

Nichole Steele 
Experience Grand Rapids

Matthew Van Sweden 
Catalyst Partners

Carrie Veldman 
Barfly Ventures

Brian Vu 
City of Grand Rapids

Kristen Wieland 
Kent County Department  
of Public Works

Kelly Wilczak 
Mercy Health

Guy Williams 
Detroiters Working for 
Environmental Justice

Kevin Vos 
Spectrum Health

Frederik Meijer Gardens

Grand Valley State University 
Seidman College of Business

Kent County Waste to Energy

Grand Rapids Water Resource 
Recovery Facility

Fifth Third Ballpark

Davenport University

Grand Rapids Public Library

John Ball Zoo

The Rapid

LINC Up

DeVos Place

Kendall College of Art and 
Design of Ferris State University

REPORT
ANNUAL

Top photo: The Forum works hard to introduce our members to new  
and challenging ideas. Ashley Fahey of Goodyear Tire joined us this  
spring to speak on her experience transitioning to a new sustainability  
market and gender.

Bottom photo: WMSBF hosts the Michigan Green Team Summit each spring.
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CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

We aspire to be the region’s leader in corporate social 
responsibility education, resources and networking, 
ensuring that the third leg of the triple bottom line is 
represented in sustainability discussions and that 
sustainability has a role in advancing social issues. 

We recognize the potential for our strategic objectives  
to positively impact racial and economic inequities in West 
Michigan, while also promoting a greater level of civic 
engagement and community involvement among our 
stakeholders and making sustainable business more 
accessible to all audiences. 

The Equitable Sustainability Project 

The Equitable Sustainability Project—the result of support 
from the Wege Foundation—is an acceleration of the 
forum’s growing commitment to corporate social 
responsibility and social equity. 

The program is specifically intended to make sustainable 
business relevant and accessible to all audiences, improve 
diversity of sustainable business, and promote a justice-
centered model for sustainable business that would prioritize 
environmental justice, climate vulnerability, food systems, 
wellness, employee stewardship and civic engagement.

We are working hard to create new connections and invite 
any interested parties to join us in our work!

• A lead grant from the Wege Foundation enabled us 
to create the new equity manager position. 
We welcomed Carissa Patrone into that role.

• The forum hosted a presentation discussing 
sustainability in the tire industry and, separately,  
the transgender experience.

• We now have a certified Spanish interpreter on staff 
and have been leveraging that capability frequently, 
including through a half dozen Spanish-languages 
presentations and trainings this past year. 

• We provided support and expertise on environmental 
sustainability to the Grand Rapids Environmental Justice 
Report and the West Michigan Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce Talleres Empresariales, among others, and 
on diversity and inclusion to the Michigan Recycling 
Coalition, Drawdown Michigan, Talent 2025 and 
Grand Rapids Whitewater, among others.

CIRCULAR ECONOMY

West Michigan Sustainable 
Business Forum continues  
to be the region’s leading 
organization for commercial 
recycling and circular economy 
dialogue. Two years ago, we 

quantified the economic potential 
of recycling through our Michigan 

Municipal Solid Waste 
Characterization and 
Valuation Study,  
and have since worked 
aggressively to bring  
much-needed education 
 and resources to the 
 business community.

• We worked toward our Imagine Trash Partner Program 
goal with key engagements at Meijer Gardens and Fifth 
Third Park. We’ve now helped 53 organizations divert 
over 1,000 tons of waste!

• We continued the Western Michigan Food Recovery 
Council program and launched a new Event Recycling 
Working Group. 

• In August, we collaborated with the Hispanic Center of 
Western Michigan to support sustainability at the 2019 
Hispanic Festival. Twenty-seven WMSBF volunteers 
supported sustainable materials management at the 
festival while enjoying the Hispanic community’s rich 
heritage, live entertainment, dancing, food and 
beverages. Our volunteers, through recycling education 
and conversations about waste management, helped us 
to achieve an estimated 35% diversion rate!

Photo top to bottom: WMSBF board member Nick Farr with a WMSBF volunteer 
during our educational campaign at the Grand Rapids Hispanic Festival. 

WMSBF tour of the Kent County Waste to Energy facility.
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CLIMATE LEADERSHIP

WMSBF is leading the West Michigan business 
community’s response to climate change, working to 
normalize discussions of climate change in business and 
organizational settings through educational opportunities, 
resource development and by highlighting the commitment 
of local organizations to address climate change.

For six years we have been working with climate scientists  
to provide resources for local organizations interested in the 
risks climate change presents to prosperity in our region 
 an action strategies to mitigate or adapt to those risks.

We host two working groups, one each on Climate 
Leadership and Climate Adaptation. The climate leadership 
group is working to increase the number of member 
organizations with climate leadership goals such  
as 100% renewable energy or science-
based targets. We now host a 
clearinghouse documenting 
these goals and 
accomplishments 
among our 
members and 
aggregating 
resources for 
their use.

 
STORMWATER

WMSBF is working to promote the advancement of private 
sector investments in green stormwater infrastructure in the 
West Michigan area. In collaboration with American Rivers 
and other partners, we now host a Green Stormwater 
Infrastructure (GSI) working group, have written a dozen 
case studies, and are working to educate local businesses 
on how GSI can help protect their watershed. 

To inform our work, we have conducted a survey of 
local organizations to better understand the level  

of awareness and current perceptions of 
stormwater management best practices, 

nature-based solutions and applicable 
regulations in the Greater Grand 

Rapids area. Check out the results 
on our website.

Photo top to bottom: Discussion  
on climate resiliency at The Rapid.

Members Catalyst Partners 
and Plaster Creek Stewards 
collaborating on rain garden 
education and maintenance

WMSBF is the region’s premier 
resource for peer-to-peer  
education and networking.
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2019 2018 2017

REVENUE $195,377 $198,583 $147,236

EXPENSE $185,785 $183,754 $129,980

NET INCOME $9,591 $14,829 $17,256

In 2019, WMSBF continues to be a good steward  
of its resources and the investment of its members 
and partners. 

Regional Satellites

In addition to our flagship sustainability forums in the 
Greater Grand Rapids area, we are growing our 
footprint through regional satellites. 

The St. Joseph-based Michigan’s Great Southwest 
Sustainable Business Forum (MGSSBF) was founded 
in 2010 as a vehicle to provide sustainability 
education for the business community of Berrien, 
Cass and Van Buren counties. With 80 members, an 
active board and monthly events, it has grown to 
become the second-largest sustainability membership 
organization in Michigan. Together, the two 
organizations are now functioning as an integrated 
forum serving 220 members in a contiguous area 
from Muskegon to Michiana. 

The success of the MGSSBF program led us to 
explore unmet needs in other local markets, including 
Muskegon County, where we now host a bi-monthly 
event program and working groups serving 
Lakeshore professionals and businesses, partially 
funded by the Community Foundation of Muskegon 
County. 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

Visit the West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum  
to learn more: wmsbf.org

REPORT
ANNUAL

$$$ FINANCIAL REPORT 

Photo left to right: This year WMSBF launched the Muskegon Sustainability Forums, 
a series of tours and forums on the Lakeshore.

A local solar energy project from WMSBF member Solar Winds Power Systems.

http://www.wmsbf.org
http://wmsbf.org
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In her work for Local First’s Good for 
Michigan program, Alice Jasper oversees 
the metrics that benchmark social and 
environment impact while curating 

opportunities to help businesses improve 
the people and planet pillars of their triple 
bottom lines.

In addition, WGVU has recruited her, along 
with a small cohort of community leaders of 
color, for “Shaping Narratives,” a project 
influencing public narratives affecting 
people of color. “My project focuses on the 
barriers and the opportunities to diversify 
outdoor recreation and environmental 
advocacy,” Jasper says. “I want to use this 
platform to create a sense of belonging and 
joyful solidarity among people of color in 
the outdoors.”

Before joining Local First, Jasper worked 
with the YMCA Veggie Van, a mobile 

farmers’ market increasing food access 
in food insecure neighborhoods, and the 
Gilmore Collection, where she helped 
improve sustainability practices. In 2017, 
she moved on to the Lakeshore Ethnic 
Diversity Alliance, where she developed 
workshops, programs and consulting 
strategies that supported racial equity and 
inclusion in businesses and organizations.

“When we talk about people, planet 
and profit, the people part tends to 
get undervalued or looked over too 
often,” Jasper says. “A business can’t be 
sustainable if the community it exists within 
is not thriving, has not been invested in. It 
has to have social capital.” 

On the ground floor of the green building 
movement, Keith Winn was a founding 
member of the United States Green Building 
Council (USGBC) and has remained active 
on various committees there over the years. 
Winn explains how, in the ‘90s, the USGBC 
connected conversations happening about 
green building from across geographies 
and sectors to develop the LEED standards 
that inspire a comprehensive platform for 
the design of sustainable buildings today. 
During his tenure at Herman Miller, Inc., 
Winn served on the Environmental Quality 
Action Team and chaired the Design for  
the Environment and Green Building Teams. 
As Herman Miller and Steelcase became 
champions for sustainability, other Grand 
Rapids industries, educational institutions, 
and philanthropists took notice. By the 
time Mayor George Heartwell asked Winn 

to serve as an advisor to the city’s new 
Environmental Advisory Council, the stage 
was set for Grand Rapids’ designation as 
2006 LEED Capitol for the United States.

In 2002, Winn founded his own company, 
Catalyst Partners. Catalyst Partners help 
clients develop a comprehensive approach 
that considers healthy building factors 
like location (walkability and proximity to 
transit), health-conscious and renewable 
materials, indoor air quality and outdoor 
green spaces and landscape.

Winn concludes, “I just do the work that I’m 
passionate about. I’ve been able to do that 
work because of many generous people 
who have instructed me, informed me and 
enabled me. They opened the doors and 
helped me along the way.”

A lifetime achievement award, the Sustainable Business Hall of 
Fame recognizes extraordinary contributions to sustainable business 
growth in West Michigan over the course of a career.

Keith Winn 
Catalyst Partners

Alice Jasper 
Local First

FUTURE HALL OF FAME AWARD

2019 INDUCTEE

HALL OF FAME

2018 Norman Christopher 
GVSU 

2018 Matthew VanSweden  
Catalyst Partners

2017 Becky Kliss 
Green Connection

2017 Mark LaCroix 
Natural Capital Partners

2016 Guy Bazzani 
Bazzani, Local First

2016 Gayle DeBruyn 
Kendall College of Art  
& Design

2016 Deb Steketee 
Aquinas College

2015 Tom Newhouse 
Thomas J. Newhouse 
Design

2015 David Rinard 
Steelcase 

2015 Rich Vander Veen 
Mackinaw Power

2015 Renae Hesselink 
Nichols

2014 George Heartwell 
City of Grand Rapids

 

2014 Fred Keller 
Cascade Engineering

2014 Paul Murray 
Herman Miller

2014 Bill Stough 
Sustainable Research Group

PAST HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

2019 WEST MICHIGAN
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FINALISTS
SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 

Chosen by a vote of the WMSBF membership, the Sustainable Business of the Year honors  
the local company that best represents the values of the triple bottom line. Finalists are nominated  
by a committee comprised of past recipients and former WMSBF board presidents.

WEST MICHIGAN CIRCULAR ECONOMY  
LEADERSHIP AWARD

Public Thread is being recognized for its efforts to capture 
textile waste material for use in the local manufacture of  
high-quality products, produced by a diverse workforce 
making a living wage.

WEST MICHIGAN SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
LEADERSHIP AWARD

Valley City Electronic Recycling has been a leader 
in electronic recycling for 40 years as well as a model 
for corporate social responsibility. It has employed over 
50 returning citizens in Grand Rapids and is working on 
campaigns to help educate other businesses on inclusive hiring 
strategies.

WEST MICHIGAN CLIMATE LEADERSHIP AWARD

Environmental Resources Management is among 
only a handful of companies to have set a science-based 
target for GHG emissions, including a 2025 goal to reduce 
direct emissions by 30% and indirect emissions by 11%. 
These ambitious targets will be achieved by actions such as 
renewable energy at office locations and reducing business 
travel and employee commuting. Local ERM staff are active 
advocates for climate action. 

WEST MICHIGAN CLEAN WATER AWARD

Frederik Meijer Gardens invested heavily in green 
stormwater infrastructure as part of its $115 million expansion, 
including a recently completed 22,000-square-foot rooftop 
garden that provides intentional and intensive water control.



13

FINALISTS
SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS OF THE YEAR

WEST MICHIGAN TRIPLE BOTTOM LINE  
LEADERSHIP AWARD 

From the beginning, The Gluten Free Bar (GFB) wanted 
to create a company that “did the right thing.” Initially, that 
meant paying team members a living wage and recycling 
what it could. As The GFB has evolved into a Triple Bottom 
Line company and Certified B Corp, goals shifted to People, 
Planet and Profit, with running a profitable business being 
only part of its success.

GFB has achieved a 90% waste diversion rate; donated more 
than 20,000 bars to hunger-relief organizations; and pays 
employees at least 20% more than the area’s average living 
wage. More than 40% of its current production team were 
formerly incarcerated.

WEST MICHIGAN MINORITY-OWNED SUSTAINABLE 
BUSINESS AWARD

Jim Roberts Enterprises LLC is one of our region’s most 
impactful advocates for increased diversity and inclusion 
across all professions, especially financial services, where 
only 6 to 8 percent of all financial advisers in the country are 
people of color. Through a sister company, it has promoted 
sustainable development and green property management for 
more than 20 years. 

PAST WINNERS

2017

2015

2016
2018 Sustainable 
Business of the Year
Catalyst Partners
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SIXTH ANNUAL TRIPLE BOTTOM LINE BASH 
Wednesday, October 16
Frederik Meijer Gardens

PRESENTING SPONSOR

LEGACY SPONSORS

ANNIVERSARY SPONSORS

SPONSORS
THANK YOU
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TABLE SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

SUPPORTER SPONSORS

SPONSORS
THANK YOU

Altenergy
BIFMA
Meijer
Progressive AE
Feyen Zylstra
Holland Board of Public Works
Inovateus

Lean & Green Michigan
Organicycle
Thomas J. Newhouse Design
Kent County Department of Public Works
Solar Winds Power Systems, LLC.
Barfly Ventures
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THANK YOU

262528

Our vision includes adding more renewable energy and offering creative 
solutions to use energy more efficiently. Together, we’re ensuring Michigan 
is a great place to live for generations to come.

Above: Our solar power plant at Grand Valley State University.

A brighter future for people, the 
planet and Michigan’s prosperity

Join the Clean Energy Movement  
at MICleanEnergy.com

Beyond Energy

CE 262528_CEP-Brighter Future_8.5x11.indd   1 9/27/19   11:25 AM

Whether we’re helping to develop a new 
brand or working alongside a large team to 
provide marketing support, our goal is simple: 
We’re here to keep our clients above water.

2fishco.com
616.987.0010    

Drowning in the 
despair of marketing 
deliverables?
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SPONSORS
THANK YOU

Proud member of the West Michigan 
Sustainable Business Forum.  

Congratulations on 25 years!

Whether we’re helping to develop a new 
brand or working alongside a large team to 
provide marketing support, our goal is simple: 
We’re here to keep our clients above water.

2fishco.com
616.987.0010    

Drowning in the 
despair of marketing 
deliverables?
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SPONSORS
THANK YOU

The business of sustainability

Visit: www.erm.com

For more information contact:
Sara Meyer

+1 (616) 738-7356
Sara.Meyer@erm.com

Congratulations on 25 years of excellence 
in Sustainability! ERM has been a proud 
supporter of WMSBF from the beginning!
ERM is in the business of sustainability, and we are very 
pleased to support WMSBF and their leadership in the  

West Michigan community. 
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Recycling the world
over, and over®

www.padnos.com

Recycling the world
over, and over®

www.padnos.com

Recycling the world
over, and over®

www.padnos.com

CATALYZING A CITYWIDE MOVEMENT
An innovative place where partners are mobilizing

around the idea of how to Love Our City Into Greatness.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.GRCCT.COM/IGNITE
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SPONSORS

www.enichols.com    800-442-0213

ISSA's Distributor Efficiency Analytics & Learning (DEAL) program, 

developed in partnership with Sustainability Dashboard Tools, LLC, 

helps distributors reduce operating costs and be more profitable. 

Solutions for Clean & Healthy Facilities & Safe Shipment of Products

THANK YOU

Economic Sustainability 
Starts At Home.
Do you belong to an organization 
or association that holds regional 
or national meetings? Help us 
bring your group’s event to 
Grand Rapids!

Visit BringItToGR.com

haworth.com

Inspiring  
Spaces
Created with  
sustainable practices

FSMGMT.CO

Foresight exists to champion energy 
management, accelerate sustainability, 

and increase our clients’ profitability. 

Foresight partners with clients to: 
Set Goals  •  Create Strategic Plans  •  

Identify, Design, Implement, and Monitor 
Energy and Sustainability Initiatives
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SPONSORS
THANK YOU

haworth.com

Inspiring  
Spaces
Created with  
sustainable practices

From the Heart

Spectrum
Health System

When people love what they do, you  
feel it, because it matters to them. 

We’re grateful to our Spectrum Health  
teams who bring their hearts to their  
work and communities.

Personalized services and programs to  
prevent disease and to improve care  
and coverage matter here—inside and  
outside the walls of Spectrum Health. 

Improve health, inspire hope and  
save lives.™

aquinas.edu/sustainable-business

Turn your passion into purpose  
with a B.S. in Sustainable Business,  

and be part of the solution.

FOR OUR 
PLANET. 
FOR YOUR  
FUTURE. 

CONNECTION TO 

NATURE

Fishbeck congratulates the 
West Michigan Sustainable 

Business Forum on 25 years of 
leading the region to a more 

sustainable future. 

Sustainable solutions that complement the natural environment. 
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SPONSORS
THANK YOU

www.catalyst-partners.com

Building Performance Analysis

Commissioning – Systems and Envelope

Healthy Building Assessments and Testing

Integrative Pre-Design Management

ROI Evaluations

schupan.com

When you choose Schupan for your metals and plastics needs --
manufacturing, recycling, and trading -- you’re on a team with a
comprehensive and diverse knowledge of the industry from 
beginning to end.

• Industrial Recycling    • New Material
• Electronics Recycling   • Manufacturing & Distribution
• SustainAbility™ Services   • Materials Trading
• Beverage Container Recycling  • Asset Management

We know metals and plastics inside & out.

None of us is as strong as
all of us.

None of us is as strong as
all of us.

Collaborate + 
Conserve + 
Contribute = 
Sustainability

gets it.

Collaborate + 
Conserve + 
Contribute = 
Sustainability

gets it.
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SPONSORSTHANK YOU

Lake Sturgeon Conservation

Meerkats Opening Spring 2020

www.jbzoo.org

AMPLIFYING IMPACT
by reimagining partnerships
in the communities where 
we live and work.

AMPLIFYING IMPACT
by reimagining partnerships
in the communities where 
we live and work.

A
M
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by reim
agining partnerships

in the com
m

unities w
here 

w
e live and w
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HIGHER DEGREES 
OF IMPACT

Executive M.B.A.  
For experienced professionals who
aspire to positions of corporate 
leadership at the highest levels.

Professional M.B.A.  
Designed to prepare you for 
complex challenges ahead as you 
enter the next stage of your career.

Graduate Credentials 
Targeted coursework designed to 
advance the knowledge and skillset 
of emerging business leaders.

GVSU L. William Seidman Center 
- Grand Rapids

gvsu.edu/seidmangrad
Call Christine Albertini at (616) 331-7400 
or email albertic@gvsu.edu

Helping you chart a course 
through the rapidly changing 

Sustainability Imperative.

Helping you chart a course 
through the rapidly changing 

Sustainability Imperative.
SUSTAINABLERESEARCHGROUP.COM   |   616.301.1059

Collaborate + 
Conserve + 
Contribute = 
Sustainability

gets it.

Collaborate + 
Conserve + 
Contribute = 
Sustainability

gets it.
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1st Micro Greenery 
Grand Rapids 
facebook.com/1stmicro

2 Fish Company, LLC 
Zeeland / 616.987.0010 
2fishco.com

Abonmarche 
Benton Harbor / 269.927.2295 
abonmarche.com

Advanced Technology Recycling (ATR) 
Wyoming / 616.452.7779 
atrecycle.com

AEP - Indiana Michigan Power 
South Bend / 269.934.6149 
indianamichiganpower.com

Airleader 
Grand Rapids / 616.828.0716 
airleader.us

American Rivers 
Washington, DC / 202.347.7550 
americanrivers.org

American Society of Agricultural  
and Biological Engineers 
St. Joseph / 269.932.7031 
asabe.org

Amway 
Ada / 800.253.6500 
amway.com

Aquinas College 
Grand Rapids / 616.632.8900 
aquinas.edu

ARC Energy 
Grand Rapids / 616.204.3628 
arcenergy.biz

Armstrong Marketing 
Byron Center / 616.583.0281

Arrowaste / New Soil 
Jenison / 616.748.1955 
arrowaste.com

ArtPrize 
Grand Rapids / 616.214.7911 
artprize.org

Asterisk Associates LLC 
Grand Rapids / 616.856.6897

Bank of America Merrill Lynch 
Grand Rapids / 616.774.4203 
bankofamerica.com

BarFly Ventures 
Grand Rapids / 616.451.HOPS 
barflyventures.com

Barnes & Thornburg LLP 
Grand Rapids / 616.742.3960 
btlaw.com

Bata Plastics Inc. 
Byron Center / 616.452.5300 
bataplastics.com

Bazzani Building Company 
Grand Rapids / 616.774.2002 
bazzani.com

BBC Distributing 
Grand Rapids / 616.698.8828 
Bbcdistributing.com

Berrien County Parks 
St Joseph / 269.983.7111  
berriencounty.org/355/parks

Business and Institutional Furniture  
Manufacturer’s Association (BIFMA) 
Grand Rapids / 616.285.3963 
bifma.org

BISSELL Homecare Inc. 
Grand Rapids / 616.735.1418 
bissell.com

Blandford Nature Center 
Grand Rapids / 616.735.6240 ext. 120 
blandfordnaturecenter.org/

Brewery Vivant 
Grand Rapids / 616.719.1604 
breweryvivant.com

Calvin University 
Grand Rapids / 616.526.6000 
calvin.edu

Cascade Engineering 
Grand Rapids / 616.975.4800 
cascadeng.com

Catalyst Partners 
Grand Rapids / 616.454.1111 
catalyst-partners.com

Chemical Bank 
St. Joseph / 269.934.1034 
chemicalbankmi.com

Chikaming Township 
Harbert / 269.469.1676 
chikamingtownship.org

Citizens’ Climate Lobby 
Grand Rapids / 616.446.3921 
citizensclimatelobby.org/chapters/MI_Grand_
Rapids/

City of Grand Rapids 
Grand Rapids / 616.456.3689 
Grcity.us

City of Holland 
Holland / NA 
cityofholland.com

Clothing Matters 
Grand Rapids / 616.742.2818 
clothingmatters.net

 

Cocoa Corporation 
Holland / 855.933.2020 
cocoa-corp.com

Comfort Research 
Grand Rapids / 616.475.5000 
Comfortresearch.com

Commons Logic, LLC 
East Lansing / 616.889.5977 
commonslogic.com

Comprenew 
Grand Rapids / 616.451.4400 
comprenew.com 

Consumers Energy 
Grand Rapids / 616.530.4333 
consumersenergy.com

Control Solutions Inc.  
Byron Center / 616.247.9422 
controlyourbuilding.com

Cooper Hayes LLC 
Stevensville / 216.577.6536 
cooperhayesllc.com/

Corp! Magazine 
Warren / 586.393.8815 
corpmagazine.com

Corri Sandwick Architecture  
Ada / 612.710.4352 
corrisandwick.com

County of Muskegon 
Muskegon / 231-724-6411 
co.muskegon.mi.us

Covanta Kent 
Grand Rapids / 616.235.3210 
covantaenergy.com

CRCNA Office of Social Justice 
Grand Rapids / 616.581.2020 
justice.crcna.org/climate-witness-project-0

Creative Dining Services 
Zeeland / 616.748.1700 
creativedining.com

Davenport University 
Grand Rapids / 616.698.7111 
davenport.edu

Display Pack 
Cedar Springs / 616.574.6172 
displaypack.com/

E3 Prime Environments 
Ada / 414.788.0844 
e3pe.com

E3M Solutions 
Wyoming / 616.365.5680 
e3msolutions.com

Eco Energy Solutions NA 
Flint / NA
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Environmental Resources Management 
Holland / 616.738.7356 
erm.com

Experience Grand Rapids 
Grand Rapids / 616.258.7388 
experiencegr.com

Ferris State University / Kendall College  
of Art & Design 
Grand Rapids / 616.299.4927 
ferris.edu

Feyen Zylstra 
Grand Rapids / 616.224.7707 
feyenzylstra.com

Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr and Huber 
Grand Rapids / 616.464.3915 
ftch.com

Fleis & VandenBrink 
Grand Rapids / 616.977.1000 
fveng.com

Fleurology Designs 
Grand Rapids / 517.294.7576 
fleurology-designs.com

Foresight Management 
Grand Rapids / 888.389.4668 
fsmgmt.co

Founders Brewing Company 
Grand Rapids / 616.325.1089 
foundersbrewing.com

Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park 
Grand Rapids / NA 
www.meijergardens.org/

geff LP 
Grand Rapids / 302.482.4872 
geff.us 

Goodwill Industries of Greater Grand Rapids 
Grandville / 616.532.4200 
goodwillgr.org

Goodwill of West Michigan 
Holland / 616.638.0670 
www.goodwillwm.org

Gordon Food Service 
Wyoming / 616.717.4603 
gfs.com

Grand Rapids Centers for  
Community Transformation 
Grand Rapids / 616.254.7739 
Grcct.com

Grand Rapids Community College Tassell M-TEC 
Grand Rapids / 616.234.3811 
grcc.edu

Grand Rapids Food Co-op 
Grand Rapids / 734.680.5351 
grfoodcoop.com 
 

Grand Valley Metro Council 
Grand Rapids / 616.776.3876 
gvmc.org

Grand Valley State University 
Allendale / 616.331.5000 
gvsu.edu

Green Connection, Inc. 
St. Joseph / 269.983.0518 
greenconnectioninc.com

GreenHome Institute 
Grand Rapids / 616.458.6733 
Greenhomeinstitute.org

GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. 
Grand Rapids / 616.956.6123 
gza.com

Habitat for Humanity Kent County  
Grand Rapids / 616.774.2431 
habitatkent.org

Harbor Country Chamber of Commerce 
Three Oaks / 269.469.5409 
harborcountry.org

Haworth Inc. 
Holland / 616.393.3000 
haworth.com

Herman Miller, Inc. 
Zeeland / 616.654.3000 
hermanmiller.com

Holland Board of Public Works 
Holland / 616.355.1658 
hollandbpw.com

Hope College 
Holland / 616.395.6811 
hope.edu

Indiana University - South Bend 
South Bend, IN / 574.299.3371 
Iusb.edu

Integrated Architecture 
Grand Rapids / 616.574.0220 
intarch.com

Intertek 
Kentwood / 616.656.7401 
intertek.com

J.B.H. Strategies 
St. Joseph / 269.921.5471

John Ball Zoo 
Grand Rapids / 616.336.2545 
jbzoo.org

JR Automation Technologies, LLC 
Holland / 616.399.2168 
jrauto.com

Junior Achievement of the Michigan Great Lakes 
Grand Rapids / 616.575.9080 
juniorachievement.org/web/ja-mgl

Kent County Department of Public Works 
Grand Rapids / 616.336.3694 
reimaginetrash.org

Kentwood Office Furniture 
Grand Rapids / 616.957.2320 
kentwoodoffice.com

Key Green Solutions 
Grand Rapids / 616.551.0955 
keygreensolutions.com

King Milling Company 
Lowell / 616.897.9264 
kingflour.com 

Krasl Art Center 
St. Joseph / 269.983.0271 
krasl.org

Kroon & Mitchell 
Grand Rapids / 616.356.2002 
kroonandmitchell.com

Lakeland Health 
St. Joseph / 269.983.8283 
lakelandhealth.org

Lean & Green Michigan 
Detroit / 313.444.1474 
leanandgreenmi.com

Local First of West Michigan 
Grand Rapids / 616.808.3788 
localfirst.com

Market Technologies 
Charlevoix / 231.547.6090 
mktec.com

Meals on Wheels Western Michigan 
Grandville / 616.459-3111 ext. 112 
mealsonwheelswesternmichigan.org 

Meijer 
Grand Rapids / 616.735.7101 
meijer.com

Mercantile Bank of Michigan 
Grand Rapids / 616.726.1601 
mercbank.com

Mercy Health Saint Mary’s 
Grand Rapids / 616.685.6322 
mercyhealthsaintmarys.com

Metro Health University of Michigan Health 
Wyoming / 616.252.7200 
metrohealth.net

Michiana Recycling & Disposal 
Niles / 269.684.0900 
michianarecyclinganddisposal.com

Michigan Department  
of Environmental Quality 
Lansing / 517.290.2723 
michigan.gov/deq
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Michigan Energy Innovation Business Council 
Lansing / 517.853.2571 
mieibc.org

Michigan Energy Options 
East Lansing / 517.337.0422 
michiganenergyoptions.org

Michigan League of Conservation  
Voters Education Fund 
Grand Rapids / 616.459.6459 
michigancvedfund.org

Michigan Recycling Coalition 
Lansing / 517.974.3672 
michiganrecycles.org

Miller Johnson 
Grand Rapids / 616.831.1723 
millerjohnson.com

Moore & Bruggink 
Grand Rapids / 616.363.9801 
mbce.com 

Morgan & Morgan CPAs 
Grand Rapids / 616.776.6457 
morganscpas.com

Mull-It-Over Products 
Grandville / 616.730.2162 
mullitoverproducts.com

My Green Michigan 
Grand Rapids / 248.982.7024 
Mygreenmichigan.com

Natura Architectural Consulting LLC 
Grand Rapids / 616.431.4772 
naturaconsultingllc.com

Natural Capital Partners 
Ada / 616.682.4881 
Naturalcapitalpartners.com

Nestle Waters North America 
Stanwood / 231.349.6032 
www.nestle-watersna.com

NEWAGE Laboratories 
South Haven / 269.637.5658 
newagelaboratories.com

Nichols 
Spring Lake / 616.656.9720 
enichols.com

Odom Re-Use 
Grawn / 616.784.USED 
Odomreuse.com

Organicycle 
Grand Rapids / 616.855.3377 
organicycle.org

Padnos 
Grandville / 616.396.6521 
padnos.com

 
 

Parasol Solar 
St. Joseph / 844.727.2765 
parasolsolar.com

Perrigo 
Allegan / 269.686.2564 
perrigo.com

Phoenix Resources, LLC 
Alto / 616.430.1128

PhycoTech, Inc. 
St. Joseph / 269.983.3654 
phycotech.com

Pratt Industries 
Wyoming / 616.295.3699 
prattindustries.com

Progressive AE 
Grand Rapids / 616.361.2664 
progressiveae.com

Public Thread 
Grand Rapids / 616.745.1222 
publicthread.co/

Rapid Green Group 
Grandville / 616.791.4747 
rapidgreengroup.com

REAP Fruit Ridge Markets Guide 
Grand Rapids / 616.293.4727 
fruitridgemarket.com

RecycleBoxBin 
Grand Rapids / 616.558.2515 
recycleboxbin.com

Repcolite Paints / Recoat Paint 
Holland / 616.396.1275 
recoatpaint.com

Republic Services 
Jenison / 616.662.6839 
republicservices.com

Restorative Lake Sciences LLC 
Spring Lake / 616.843.5636 
restorativelakesciences.com

Rhoades McKee 
Grand Rapids / 616.235.3500 
rhoadesmckee.com

Rockford Construction 
Grand Rapids / 616.285.6933 
Rockfordconstruction.com

Ruminate 
Grand Rapids / 339.927.1845 
letsruminate.org

Schupan Recycling 
Grand Rapids / 616.245.5010 
schupan.com/container-recycling

Sierra Club Michigan Chapter 
Lansing / 616.956.6646 
sierraclub.org/michigan

Solar Winds Power Systems, LLC 
Shelbyville / 616.635.7855 
thesolarwinds.com

Southwest Michigan Planning Commission 
Benton Harbor / 269.362.3300 
swmpc.org

SpartanNash 
Grand Rapids / 616.878.8625 
spartannash.com

Spectrum Health 
Grand Rapids / 866.989.7999 
spectrumhealth.org

Steelcase Corporation 
Grand Rapids / 616.247.2710 
steelcase.com

Stryker Corporate 
Plainwell / 269.389.5305 
stryker.com

Sustainable Business Practices LLC  
Grand Rapids / 616.443.8549 
sustainablebusinesspracticesllc.com 

Sustainable Research Group 
Grand Rapids / 616.301.1059 
sustainableresearchgroup.com

The Gluten Free Bar 
Grand Rapids / 616.755.8432 
theglutenfreebar.com

The Livery Brewing 
Benton Harbor / 269.757.3659 
liverybrew.com

The Rapid 
Grand Rapids / 616.456.7514 
Ridetherapid.org

The Wege Foundation 
Grand Rapids / NA 
wegefoundation.com

Third Coast Test and Balance 
Grand Rapids / 616.591.9354 
thirdcoasttab.com

Thomas J. Newhouse Design, LLC 
Grand Rapids / 616.791.9168 
Thomasjnewhouse-design.com

TMI Compressed Air Systems, Inc. 
Grandville / 616.337.0625 
tmicompressors.com

Trendway 
Holland / 616.994.5437 
Trendway.com

Unist 
Grand Rapids / NA 
unist.com/

Urban Roots 
Grand Rapids / 616.228.4707 
urbanrootsgr.org
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Valley City Electronic Recycling, Inc. 
Kentwood / 616.235.1500 
valleycityer.com

Van Buren Conservation District 
Paw Paw / 269.657.4030 
vanburencd.org

Volta Power Systems 
Holland / 616.226.4222 
Voltapowersystems.com

Warner Norcross & Judd  
Grand Rapids / 616.752.2000 
wnj.com

West Michigan Environmental Action Council 
Grand Rapids / 616.451.3051 
wmeac.org

West Michigan Whitecaps 
Comstock Park / 616.726.7072 
milb.com/west-michigan

West Michigan Works!  
Grand Rapids / 616.336.4460 
westmiworks.org

Whirlpool Corporation 
St. Joseph / 269.923.8268 
whirlpool.com

Wightman & Associates 
Benton Harbor / 269.927.0200 
wightman-assoc.com

Wolverine Building 
Grand Rapids / 616.949.3360 
wolvgroup.com

Wolverine Worldwide 
Rockford / 616.866.5524 
wolverineworldwide.com

Woodways 
Grand Rapids / 616.956.3070 
woodwayscustom.com

 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERS

Tyler Kanczuzewski 

Inovateus Solar 
Lifetime Member

Barbara Radewald

Brian Wolters

Carley Rice 
James Madison University

Cathy Albro 
Congressional Candidate

Debbi Coleman 
Grand Rapids / 616.248-5184 
ridewheelstowork.com 

Eric Lester

Ethel Clark-Griffin

John McMahon 
Aquinas College

Jonathan Miner

Kristen Trovillion 
Grand Rapids Pubic Schools

Larry Dykhuis 
Green Arrow Solutions, Llc

Leslie Yarhouse 
Urban Roots

Melissa Clapper

Mindy Miner 
Rockford Sustainability Commission

Peter Boerma

Phillip Greene

Robert Naumann 
Phe

Robert Stegmier 
Rogue River Watershed Partners

Steven Dahlquist 
Central Michigan University

STUDENT MEMBERS

Lucas Eshuis

Jeremy Crist

Interested in joining us to promote 
sustainability practices in West Michigan 
and beyond? 
 
Regular WMSBF monthly membership 
meetings occur on the second Monday of 
most months, with additional conferences, 
workshops, tours and mixers scheduled 
throughout the year in West and Southwest 
Michigan. We invite you to join one of our 
working groups: Equity & Sustainability, 
Solid Waste Task Force, Food Recovery 
Council, Climate Leadership Roundtable, 
Climate Adaptation Council, Event 
Recycling and Plant-Based Menus. 

You can learn more about our work  
and resources, how to become a member  
and opportunities to get involved at: 
www.wmsbf.org!

Find info on Michigan’s Great Southwest 
Sustainable Business Forum, and a full 
membership directory, at mgssbf.org

How to Get Involved
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Learn more at: wmsbf.org

P.O. Box 68696  
Grand Rapids, MI 49516
616.422.7963

A 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
Our EIN Number is 26-3787387.

West Michigan Sustainable 
Business Forum provides 
education, resources and 
opportunities for collaboration to 
novice and advanced sustainable 
business programs. 

Regular WMSBF monthly membership 
meetings occur on the second 
Monday of most months, with 
additional conferences, workshops, 
tours, and mixers scheduled 
throughout the year in West and 
Southwest Michigan.
 
Printed by SpartanNash.

http://wmsbf.org

