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Twenty-four years of promoting business practices that demonstrate 
environmental stewardship, economic vitality, and social responsibility.

2018 
ANNUAL REPORT



2 WEST MICHIGAN SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS FORUM

Letter from the President

Board of Directors and Staff 

WMSBF Annual Report

West Michigan Sustainable Business Hall of Fame

West Michigan Sustainable Business of the Year 

Our Sponsors

2018 Membership Directory

Contents
3

4

5

11

12

14

24



3

PAST PRESIDENTS

Sara Meyer 
Environmental Resources 
Management

Alison Sutter 
City of Grand Rapids

Steve Teitsma 
Progressive AE

Carol Parsaca 
Pilgrim Manor

Jennifer Wammack 
BIFMA

Gabe Wing 
Herman Miller 

Rick Van Dellen 
Amway

Gayle DeBruyn 
Kendall College of Art  
and Design

Marylu Dykstra 
Sirius Resources LLC

Mark LaCroix 
Natural Capital Partners

Thomas Newhouse 
Thomas J. Newhouse Design

David Rinard 
Steelcase

Susan Paauwe 
Environmental Resources 
Management

Tom Fehsenfeld 
Crystal Flash

Paul Murray 
Herman Miller

Bill Stough 
Sustainable Research Group

Kelley Losey 
Cascade Engineering

 
Greetings

2018 President’s Award
David Rinard
Steelcase

The President’s Award honors individuals that have 
played a key role in the growth and success of West 
Michigan Sustainable Business Forum.

Dear Friends,

We are very fortunate here in West Michigan. As a Detroit native transplanted here 
14 years ago, I vividly recall being impressed with how green, clean and beautiful 
the surroundings were here. I quickly came to appreciate the world-class beaches, 
amazing lakes and waterways, and wide variety of high quality outdoor activities. West 
Michigan is a stand-out, perhaps the best kept secret in the United States. 

The same can be said for our businesses. 

Recognizing how fortunate we are, these businesses came together more than 20 
years ago to form West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum to ensure that we stay 
fortunate. Through its focus on environmental stewardship, economic vitality and 
social responsibility, WMSBF aims to make sustainability sustainable. 

This past year was perhaps our most exciting year yet. In addition to growing the forum 
with an additional staff member, we have improved our board’s dynamic by adding 
an Equity Officer. This underscores our heightened commitment to diversity, equity, 
inclusion and social responsibility. 

In addition, we have connected local business leaders through our monthly lunch 
meetings; championed a circular economy through waste reduction and recycling; and 
educated businesses on both mitigating and responding to climate change. This year 
also marks the fifth annual Triple Bottom Line Bash, our signature event that celebrates 
our successes while ushering in another year of doing what is right. 

These past five years, I have had the privilege of being involved not only with the staff 
and board, but also with our members and community. However, our work is far from 
complete. A great deal more needs to be done. With your help, I am confident we’ll 
get there. 

Sincerely,

Steve Ramus
WMSBF Board President
Perrigo
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Board & Staff

Sara Meyer
Immediate Past President
Environmental Resources 
Management

Hector Angus
Beacon Recycling

Jeffrey Byrd
Grand Rapids  
Community College

Erik Daly
Miller Johnson

Anna Horner
Wightman & Associates, Inc.

Lynn Spurr
Fishbeck Thompson  
Carr & Huber

Maureen Stroud
Whirlpool Corporation

Katie Venechuk
Michigan Department
of Environmental Quality

Wendy Ogilvie
Grand Valley Metro 
Council

Erik Petrovskis
Meijer

Daniel Schoonmaker
Executive Director

Aaron Bouwkamp
Program Manager

STAFF BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Leann Lyden
Program Assistant

Steve Ramus
President
Perrigo

Bill Morgan
Treasurer
Morgan & Morgan CPAs

Sarah Chartier
Secretary
Spectrum Health

Alice Jasper
Equity Officer
Local First

Doug Tamboer
Vice President
Consumers Energy

Paul Isely
Grand Valley State 
University
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Forum Report

CHARTER MEMBERS

With the rise of the modern environmental 
movement in the second half of the last 
century, the nation began to take notice of the 
negative impact of certain business practices 
on the natural environment and human 
health. Adjustments in practices, systems, and 
equipment to comply with new regulations 
could be a large financial cost. Aiming beyond 
compliance toward more sustainable business 

practices could limit the risk of future 
regulations, and also provide economic 
value back to the organization. In West 
Michigan, a select group was taking it further, 
experiencing personal revelations about the 
role of business in environmental and social 
concerns. These were the charter  
members of West Michigan Sustainable  
Business Forum.

TWENTY-FOUR YEARS OF SUSTAINABILITY LEADERSHIP

Amway

Environmental Resources 
Management, Inc.

Herman Miller

Padnos

Perrigo

Progressive AE

Steelcase

Sustainable Research Group

Thomas J. Newhouse Design

West Michigan Environmental 
Action Council

WMSBF is the leading organization for practitioners of beyond-
compliance sustainability practices in the Midwest, promoting 
positive community change and operational improvements through 
education, collaboration and resource development. 

We pride ourselves on consistent participation from a majority of 
the region’s most recognizable brands, largest employers and most 
innovative entrepreneurs, advocates and educators. Now in its third 
decade, the forum strives to meet emerging needs while leveraging 
the efforts of an increasingly robust community of vendors and 

educational initiatives working toward similar goals. We are 
strategically focused on promoting climate leadership, the creation 
of a local circular economy, corporate social responsibility, and the 
growth of sustainable business.

In 2016, we merged with Michigan’s Great Southwest Sustainable 
Business Forum to create a Southwest Michigan satellite, and last year 
we established the Sustainable Muskegon strategic partnership with 
Muskegon Area Sustainability Council and Community Foundation 
for Muskegon County to serve the Lakeshore.

WEST MICHIGAN SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS FORUM is a regional collaboration of 
businesses, government, non-profits and academia dedicated to promoting business practices 
that demonstrate environmental stewardship, economic vitality, and social responsibility.
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Currently, a substantial portion of the 
forum’s social responsibility efforts are 
designed to make the industry and 
practice of sustainability more inclusive, 
seeking ways to leverage sustainable 
business to improve racial and economic 
outcomes. This year we partnered with 
the Wege Foundation and Progress 
Strategies+ on a planning project to build 
capacity and cultural competency for the 
organization, develop relationships, define 
opportunities, and publicize equity issues 
and champions to its stakeholders as a call 
to action. A report outlining our findings 
will be published in fall 2018.

As a result of this effort, WMSBF adopted 
its first Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
Policy, created a new Equity Officer 
Position on its board of directors, and 
established a Social Equity Action Plan 
comprised of 12 social equity goals and 
48 measurable benchmarks.

  Report

Spectrum Health
Spectrum Health was honored with this 
year’s Social Responsibility Leadership 
Award for its investments in improving 
patient care, building and renovating 
facilities, and providing health education 
and funding programs that proactively 
address disease and illness, all of which 
brings hundreds of millions of dollars  
into its communities.  Pictured: Spectrum 
Health’s Diversity Grand Rounds 
encourages discussion around racial 
inequities that exist within healthcare. 

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY LEADERSHIP AWARD

CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum 
aspires to be the region’s leader in corporate 
social responsibility education, resources and 
networking. We are working to promote 
and support social responsibility as a part 
of organizational sustainability plans, to 
create and maintain relevant benchmarks 
for corporate social responsibility in West 
Michigan, and to target professionals not 
actively involved in environmental issues  
for engagement in social responsibility  
and equity discussions. 
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The Midwest’s Premiere Regional 
Sustainable Business Education and 
Networking Program
The forum plays a key role in introducing professionals to the local 
sustainable business community, a one-stop shop for peer-to-peer 
learning, networking, vendors and job seekers. Its flagship educational 
program includes monthly forums, conferences and occasional special 
events and tours. 

It has offered approximately 340 professional development events  
in its history, educating thousands on best practices, emerging issues,  
and innovative thinking, playing host to a who’s who of local and  
national experts.

WMSBF also facilitates several working groups focused on addressing 
key sustainability issues in our community, which this year included the 
Climate Leadership Committee, Climate Adaptation Council, Solid Waste 
Task Force, Food Recovery Council, Equitable Sustainability Task Force 
and regional leadership committees in Muskegon and Southwest Michigan. 

2018 FEATURED SPEAKERS

FORUM SPONSORS

FORUM HOSTS

Sean Ansett 
At Stake Advisors

Mike Bauer 
Detroit Audio Lab

Kate Binder 
Bell’s Brewery

Clinton Boyd 
Steelcase

Adam Brent 
Cocoa Corporation

Matt Chapman 
Grand Rapids Whitewater

Jeremy DeRoo 
LINC

Garret Ellison 
MLive

Joseph Engel 
The Land Conservancy 
of West Michigan

Heidi Frasure 
Steelcase

Matt Flechter 
Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality

Tim Gortsema 
Grand Rapids Business 
Journal

Anne Marie Hertl 
Michigan League of 
Conservation Voters

Shelley Irwin 
WGVU Morning Show

Gregory Keoleian 
University of Michigan

Chris Kolb 
Michigan Environmental 
Council

Dave Koster 
Holland Board of Public 
Works

JD Lindeburg 
Resource Recycling Systems

Paloma Lopez 
Kellogg Company

Michael McFarlen 
FireKeepers Casino Hotel

Jason Meyer 
Blandford Nature Center

Lynn Mulder 
PADNOS

Kaushik Nag 
Amway Corporation

Janine Oberstadt 
Creative Dining Services

Wendy Ogilvie 
Grand Valley Metro Council

Bill Pink 
Grand Rapids 
Community College

Steve Ramus 
Perrigo

Chad Rogers  
Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality

Chris Rutherford 
Architectural Salvage 
Warehouse of Detroit

Nathan Shedroff 
California College of Arts

Dan Van Wylen 
Hope College

Mallory Weber 
Feeding America  
West Michigan

Ken Webster 
The Ellen MacArthur 
Foundation

Kelly Wilczak 
Mercy Health

Kristen Wieland 
Kent County Department of 
Public Works

Guy Williams 
Detroiters Working for 
Environmental Justice

Milinda Ysasi 
The Source

Amway

Creative Dining Services

Experience Grand Rapids

Holland Board of Public 
Works 

Meijer

Mercantile Bank of Michigan

Mercy Health Saint Mary’s

Steelcase

The Land Conservancy  
of West Michigan

The Rapid

Thomas J. Newhouse Design

Valley City Electronic 
Recycling

West Michigan Works!

Amway 

Blandford Nature Center

Davenport University

Grand Rapids Community 
College

Grand Rapids Salvation Army 
Kroc Center

Holland Energy Park

Kendall College of Art and 
Design

Meijer

Mercy Health Saint Mary’s

Secchia Institute for Culinary 
Education

West Michigan Works!
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Report
West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum continues to be the region’s leading organization for commercial recycling 
and circular economy dialogue. We are working hard to help local businesses understand the economic opportunity 
associated with solid waste, such as the nearly $400 million of material disposed of in Michigan landfills each year.

We support and celebrate the efforts of local 
businesses to improve waste diversion and 
minimization, encouraging a continuous 
improvement philosophy that will over time 
increase the number of local organizations 
with zero waste to landfill goals. 

Our Imagine Trash Partner Program 
provides customized support and resources 
to small and medium-sized organizations 
in the West Michigan region, helping them 
to improve recycling efforts in support of 
the Kent County Imagine Trash goal to 

reduce local landfill use in West Michigan 
by 90 percent by 2030. 

To date we’ve helped 47 organizations 
divert over 967 tons of waste from West 
Michigan landfills, created or expanded 
70 waste diversion programs, educated 
over 1,300 professionals and nearly 1,100 
employees, installed bins and signage at 60 
businesses, and established recycling and/or 
composting hauler service at 66 facilities. West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum 

received a seed grant last year from the 
Michigan Local Food Council Network 
to create a council that now serves 80 
commercial, industrial, municipal and 
community stakeholders through peer-
to-peer education, multidisciplinary 
networking, technical resources, and 
opportunities for collaboration. The seed 
grant concluded with a regional summit in 
May for 150 professionals and community 
advocates. Meetings continue quarterly.

 
Goodwill of Greater Grand Rapids was 
honored with this year’s Circular Economy 
Leadership Award for processing over  
24 million pounds of unsold retail store 
material donations annually into reuse and 
recycling markets, with a landfill  
diversion rate of over 80%.

CIRCULAR ECONOMY LEADERSHIP AWARD

Imagine Trash Partner Program
Western Michigan Food 
Recovery Council 

CIRCULAR ECONOMY

Goodwill of Greater Grand Rapids 
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This year, our climate leadership group established an initiative 
to increase the number of member organizations with climate 
leadership goals such as 100% renewable energy or science-based 
targets. For nearly five years we’ve been working with climate 
scientists to provide resources for local organizations interested in 
the risks climate change presents to prosperity in our region, and 
action strategies to mitigate or adapt to those risks.  

This year we’ve expanded our efforts with an education program 
highlighting the benefits of green stormwater infrastructure to local 
businesses, a partnership with American Rivers. 

Financial Performance 2018 Fiscal Year
WMSBF continues to be a good steward of its resources and the 
investment of its members and partners.

2018 2017

Revenue $198,583 $147,236

Expense $183,754 $129,980

Net Income $14,829 $17,256

WMSBF is leading the West Michigan business community’s response to climate change, working to 
normalize discussions of climate change in business and organizational settings through educational 
opportunities, resource development and by highlighting the commitment of local organizations to address 
climate change. 

2018 EXPENSE BY TYPE

NEW WEBSITE

STEELCASE 
Steelcase was honored with this year’s Climate Leadership 
Award for its promise to reduce its global greenhouse gas 
emissions and cut energy use by 25% by 2021, continued 
investment in 100% renewable energy equivalent to its global 
electricity consumption, and 20% reduction in its global 
energy since 2010.

CLIMATE LEADERSHIP AWARD

CLIMATE LEADERSHIP
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Report

Clockwise from bottom left:  The Grand Rapids Ballet performs at 
the Fourth Annual Triple Bottom Line Bash, a member explores the 
exhibits during a tour of the Holland Energy Park, networking at the 
July forum at Meijer, a recycling panel discussion at the September 
forum at Mercy Health, Benton Harbor Mayor Marcus Muhammad  
answers a question at the Southwest Michigan Sustainability Issues 
Legislative Forum.
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A lifetime achievement award, the Sustainable Business Hall of Fame recognizes extraordinary contributions to 
sustainable business growth in West Michigan over the course of a career. This year’s selection committee included 
Kris Spaulding, Gayle DeBruyn, Eric Saigeon, Autumn Sands, Sara Meyer, Tom Newhouse and Mark LaCroix.

Guy Bazzani (2016) 
Bazzani, Local First

Gayle DeBruyn (2016) 
Kendall College of Art & Design

George Heartwell (2014) 
City of Grand Rapids

Renae Hesselink (2015)
Nichols

Fred Keller (2014) 
Cascade Engineering

Becky Kliss (2018) 
Green Connection

Mark LaCroix (2018) 
Natural Capital Partners 

 

Paul Murray (2014) 
Herman Miller

Tom Newhouse (2015) 
Thomas J. Newhouse Design

David Rinard (2015) 
Steelcase

 
 

Deb Steketee (2016) 
Aquinas College

Bill Stough (2014) 
Sustainable Research Group

Rich Vander Veen (2015)
Mackinaw Power

Hall of Fame

Norman Christopher

PAST INDUCTEES

SUSTAINABLE
 BUSINESS

Matthew VanSweden

Norman Christopher, Executive Director 
for the Office of Sustainability Practices at 
Grand Valley State University, is known for 
promoting sustainability within both the 
university and the community. He helped 
establish sustainability as GVSU’s seventh 
value. A seasoned President, CEO, and 
COO, he previously improved business 
performance at chemical companies such 
as Lubrizol Corporation and Haviland 
Enterprises in Grand Rapids.

Christopher wrote the book, Sustainability 
Demystified! – A Practical Guide for Business 
Leaders and Managers. He has contributed 
numerous articles and papers to journals and 
periodicals and written book chapters for 
Sustaining Michigan: Metropolitan  
Policies and Strategies and The Handbook  

of Sustainability in Management Education.

Past chairman of the Family Owned 
Business Council, a Leadership Grand 
Rapids graduate (2000), and the co-founder 
and current Leadership Team member of the 
Grand Rapids Community Sustainability 
Partnership, Christopher chairs the BIFMA 
and NSF e3 Furniture Sustainability 
Standard Joint Committee. He also serves 
on the boards of Seeds of Promise, Valley 
City Sign and Sabal Pointe Condominium 
Association. Governor Granholm appointed 
him to serve on the Michigan Climate 
Action Council. The United States 
Department of Commerce recruited him 
to its Environmental Technologies Trade 
Advisory Committee. 

Matthew VanSweden is Michigan’s foremost 
expert on the Living Building Challenge,  
as exemplified by his best known work,  
the Saginaw Chippewa Indiana Tribe’s  
tribal college in Mt. Pleasant (completed for 
a past employer). An Integrative Designer 
for Catalyst Partners, he strives to represent 
a divergence from what is usually considered 
successful in order to offer a sustainable, 

accessible and authentic way to live well in 
one’s place.

VanSweden created and installed eight 
pop-up parks across Grand Rapids. These 
temporary spaces done in collaboration 
with almost 60 companies, individuals and 
organizations served events ranging from 
SiTE:LAB and Kendall College of Art and 
Design to TEDxGrandRapids.

FUTURE HALL OF FAME AWARD

2018 INDUCTEE
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Finalists
Chosen by a vote of the WMSBF membership, the Sustainable Business of the Year honors the local company that best 
represents the values of the triple bottom line. Finalists are nominated by a committee comprised of past recipients and 
former WMSBF board presidents.

BUILDING + INSTITUTIONAL FURNITURE MANUFACTURERS 
ASSOCIATION (BIFMA)

As the voice for the commercial furniture industry, the Business and Institutional Furniture 
Manufacturers Association (BIFMA) believes that “Standards Matter, to people and the planet.”

In 2018, BIFMA updated its ANSI/BIFMA Furniture Sustainability Standard to more closely 
align with LEED Rating System credit language and its associated LEVEL® Certification 
Program. This provides architects, designers, specifiers and procurement officials a transparent and 
easier decision process when addressing environmental and social impacts. To date, BIFMA has 
recognized 65 brands 3,925 products with LEVEL certification.

Among the Standard’s many changes is an incentive for businesses to complete a company-wide 
impact assessment. This incentive rewards applicants that take a comprehensive look at how 
their business impacts workers, communities, the environment, suppliers, customers and other 
stakeholders and puts them on the path toward B Corp designation. 

CASCADE ENGINEERING

Cascade Engineering places the Triple Bottom Line at the heart of its mission. With safety as top 
priority, its safety record comes in below the national 4.4% average. Even so, the company strives 
to decrease this rate each year. Cascade Engineering’s corporate culture values every employee, 
ensuring that all have opportunity to build successful careers. A belief that business can make 
a positive impact on society inspires the firm to contribute to its community. It is a Certified B 
Corp. 

Cascade Engineering measures its environmental footprint with the goal of decreasing it every 
year. One way it accomplishes this is increasing use of post-consumer and post-industrial recycled 
resin in manufacturing. It has spent zero dollars on landfill costs over the past six years.

Cascade Engineering is happy to report that, during 2016, it profited $3.40 per hour in sales 
dollars for every kWh of energy used.

THE GLUTEN FREE BAR

From the beginning, The Gluten Free Bar (GFB) wanted to create a company that “did the right 
thing.” Initially, that meant paying team members a living wage and recycling what it could. As 
The GFB has evolved into a Triple Bottom Line company and Certified B Corp, goals shifted to 
People, Planet and Profit, with running a profitable business being only part of its success.

Committed to food safety, community, living wages and zero-waste, GFB has achieved a 90% 
waste diversion rate; donated more than 20,000 bars to hunger-relief organizations; and pays 
employees at least 20% more than the area’s average living wage. More than 40% of its current 
production team were formerly incarcerated. 

The GFB provides its employees with health insurance, 401(K) and on-site employee counseling/
support via The Source. In community, The GFB pays its team members for performing up to to 24 
hours of volunteer service per year. The GFB plans to achieve TRUE Zero Waste Certification in 2019. 

SUSTAINABLE
 BUSINESS
OF THE YEAR
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CATALYST PARTNERS

Knowledge leaders committed to high-performance restorative protocols for buildings, 
interiors and products, Catalyst Partners is comprised of licensed engineering, architecture 
and interiors professionals. President Keith Winn was a founding member of the U.S. 
Green Building Council. 

As experts in LEED® certification, the team keeps current on evolving standards. Catalyst 
provides certification assistance for projects under LEED, WELL, Living Building 
Challenge, Enterprise Green Communities and BREEAM certification systems. The goal for 
each project is cost savings over the life of the building and contribution to the health of the 
planet. 

Catalyst Partners is committed to achieving net-positive energy use at its Grand Rapids 
headquarters well before 2030. Its team members actively participate in B Corp, Greater 
Grand Rapids Bicycle Coalition, Sierra Club, WMEAC, WMSBF, USGBC West Michigan, 
Local First Grand Rapids and the Grand Rapids 2030 District. In 2016, B Corp recognized 
Catalyst as a Best For The World company.

STEELCASE

Despite its 100-year history, Steelcase acknowledges that staying in business the next 100 
years depends on remaining agile and developing sustainable growth initiatives that protect 
its people and the planet. Deeply invested in global standards, Steelcase aligns with BIFMA 
level® parameters measuring material health, material optimization and reutilization, 
renewable energy, water stewardship and social fairness. Expanded end-of-use services help 
its customers with their own sustainability goals by diverting millions of furniture items 
from the landfill.

Steelcase’s developments in software and data help organizations create harder-working 
spaces by optimizing their real estate and energy footprint while delivering value to 
employees, shareholders and customers. It believes that by creating spaces that allow people 
to be productive and enjoy their workday, they return home as better partners, parents, 
friends and community members. 

On the job, Steelcase’s employee inclusion groups encompass 20 diverse networks of people 
and topics including multi-cultural, veterans, wellbeing, young professionals, women, pride, 
social responsibility and more. This year, the communities where Steelcase operates have 
benefitted from 46,000 employee volunteer hours and $4 million in donations.

Past Winners

 
2016  

 
2017

2014

 
2015  

2017 Sustainable Business of the Year
BarFly Ventures
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Sponsors THANK 

YOU

FIFTH ANNUAL TRIPLE BOTTOM LINE BASH 
Wednesday, October 10

Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts

Presenting Sponsor

Legacy Sponsors
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Sponsors Table Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Supporter Sponsors

Business + Institutional Furniture Manufacturers Association
Catalyst Partners - geff LP 

Grand Rapids Center for Community Transformation
Holland Board of Public Works - Intertek - Levin Energy Partners 

Metro Health University of Michigan - Muskegon Area Sustainability Coalition
Perrigo - Progressive AE - Solar Winds Power Systems

Thomas J. Newhouse Design
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AS MICHIGAN’S LARGEST UTILITY, we are uniquely 
positioned to be a driving force for good. As we look to 
the future, we’re viewing the world through a wider lens – 
considering how our decisions impact people, the planet 
and prosperity. That’s why we recently announced plans 
to reduce carbon emissions by 80 percent and stop using 
coal to generate electricity by 2040.

LEARN MORE about what we’re doing for  
Michigan at ConsumersEnergy.com/sustainability

Lake Winds® Energy Park, near Ludington, is one 
of two Consumers Energy wind farms generating 

clean, renewable electricity for customers.

156502

Taking a Stand for  
Our Planet – BY 2040

80% reduction  
in carbon emissions

Zero coal

40% renewable energy  
and energy storage

PLANNING FOR  
MICHIGAN’S ENERGY FUTURE

CE Ad 156502_Goals 8.5 x11.indd   1 8/8/18   9:47 AM
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Global solutions for  
climate leadership

Delivering immediate, cost-effective and
measured impact for your business

Contact us for more information
sales@naturalcapitalpartners.com or (+1) 616-682-4881

naturalcapitalpartners.com

Because of the Michigan Deposit Law, you rarely find deposit 
beverage containers on our beaches. No broken bottles. No 
crumpled soda cans.

Just clean, beautiful sand from a deposit system that works.

Thank you for helping to keep litter out of our roadways, 
beaches, and waterways!

Celebrating   50 Years
schupan.com

HIGHER DEGREES 
OF IMPACT

Executive M.B.A.  
For experienced professionals 
who aspire to positions of high 
level corporate leadership. 

Professional M.B.A.  
For early-career professionals 
looking to advance to 
leadership positions. 

Graduate Credential in 
Emerging Leadership 
For functional specialists  
moving into leadership.

GVSU L. William Seidman Center 
- Grand Rapids

Call Koleta Moore at (616) 331-7400  
or email moorekol@gvsu.edu 

gvsu.edu/seidmangradIN
N

O
VA

TI
N

G

for your best life.

spectrumhealth.org

How healthy will you be 20 years,  
or 20 minutes, from now? 
At Spectrum Health, we’re already 
thinking ahead to what you’ll need to 
stay healthy. It’s why we are involved 
in hundreds of innovative clinical 
trials that could impact everyone’s 
future. And why some of the world’s 
top specialists are inspired to come 
here to work with us today. You 
may not know where life will take 
you, but at Spectrum Health we are 
determined to get you there in the 
best health possible.

© Spectrum Health
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aquinas.edu/sustainable-business

As the nation’s fi rst 
college to o� er an 
undergraduate sustainable 
business degree, we 
empower our students to 
make all the di� erence in 
the world.

ADVANCING SUSTAINABLE 
BUSINESS SINCE 2003

here
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Sustainability 
is our
Strategy.
We are honored to work with so many sustainably 
minded organizations and professionals in our 
community. Together, we can ensure a healthy, 
clean community that is equitable and provides 
economic opportunity for all.

grandrapidsmi.gov/sustainability

CONNECTION TO 

NATURE

PROUD WINNER OF  
THE 2018 ACEC/MICHIGAN
FIRM OF THE YEAR AWARD

Design that complements the natural environment.
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Dismantling barriers. Advancing Equity.

- EthnicDiversity.org -
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Amway has become one of the world’s 
largest direct selling companies by 
helping people around the world live 
healthier and more empowered lives.

Amway manufactures and distributes 
more than 450 consumer products, which 
are developed by our team of nearly 
1,000 Amway scientists, engineers and 
technical professionals that work in more 
than 100 R&D and quality assurance 
labs around the world.

More than 17,000 employees support 
millions of Amway Business Owners who 
sell Amway™ products. Top-selling brands 
for Amway include Nutrilite™ vitamin, 
mineral and dietary supplements; 
Artistry™ skincare products and color 
cosmetics; eSpring™ water treatment 
systems; and XS™ energy drinks and 
sports nutrition products.

PROUD TO BE PART OF THE WEST MICHIGAN 
LANDSCAPE FOR ALMOST 60 YEARS

Experience more of Amway by visiting our  
World Headquarters in nearby Ada or  
following along at: 
 
   facebook.com/amway  

twitter.com/amway  
  instagram.com/amway 

 

Schedule your free guided tour 
by calling (616) 787-1063, 

or email WHQ.tours@amway.com 
 

AmwayGlobal.com

O U R S

I S  H E R E

W I T H 

Y O U

EVERY THING

HAS

ITS

PLACE 

L E T ’ S  C E L E B R A T E  T O G E T H E R

CELEBRATES

wmeac.org

/wmeac
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Collaborate + 
Conserve + 
Contribute = 
Sustainability

gets it.

Collaborate + 
Conserve + 
Contribute = 
Sustainability

gets it.

Helping you chart 
a course through 

the rapidly 
changing 

sustainability 
imperative.

Helping you chart 
a course through 

the rapidly 
changing 

sustainability 
imperative.

SUSTAINABLERESEARCHGROUP.COM   |   616.301.1059

MAKING GOOD-FOR-YOU 
GLUTEN-FREE FOOD IN 
GOOD-FOR-YOU WAYS.

thegfb.com

Warner Norcross + Judd is proud to support 
the West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum 
and local businesses in sustainable business 
practices and collaboration between business, 
government, nonprofits and academia. 

Learn more about our commitment to community 
and our Resources, Energy and Environment 
Practice Group by visiting wnj.com.

www.enichols.com    800-442-0213

ISSA's Distributor Efficiency Analytics & Learning (DEAL) program, 

developed in partnership with Sustainability Dashboard Tools, LLC, 

helps distributors reduce operating costs and be more profitable. 

Solutions for Clean & Healthy Facilities & Safe Shipment of Products
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M I C H I G A N  D E PA R T M E N T  O F
E N V I R O N M E N TA L  Q U A L I T Y 

www.michigan.gov/mirecycles  |  800-662-9278

#MiRecycles

Economic Sustainability Starts At Home.

Do you belong to an organization 
or association that holds regional 
or national meetings? Help us 
bring your group’s event to 
Grand Rapids!

Visit BringItToGR.com

feyenzylstra.com

We exist to  
have a positive  
impact on the lives  
of people — and that
means being good
stewards of our
environment. 

Inspiring 
spaces  

created with  
sustainable practices.

www.Haworth.com 

WM-Sustainable-BusProgram_Ad_P1.indd   1 9/11/17   8:39 AM
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2018-2019 
MEMBERS

 
Directory

Abonmarche 
Benton Harbor / 269.927.2295 
abonmarche.com

Advanced Technology Recycling (ATR) 
Wyoming / 616.452.7779 
atrecycle.com

Airleader 
Grand Rapids / 616.828.0716 
airleader.us

American Rivers 
Washington, DC / 202.347.7550 
americanrivers.org

American Society of Agricultural and 
Biological Engineers 
St. Joseph / 269.932.7031 
asabe.org

Amway 
Ada / 800.253.6500 
amway.com

Aquinas College 
Grand Rapids / 616.632.8900 
aquinas.edu

ARC Energy 
Grand Rapids / 616.204.3628 
arcenergy.biz

Armstrong Marketing 
Byron Center / 616.583.0281

ArtPrize 
Grand Rapids / 616.214.7911 
artprize.org

Asterisk Associates LLC 
Grand Rapids / 616.856.6897

At Stake Advisors 
Kalamazoo / 415.800.4463 
atstakeadvisors.com

Bank of America Merrill Lynch 
Grand Rapids / 616.774.4203 
bofaml.com

BarFly Ventures 
Grand Rapids / 616.451.HOPS 
barflyventures.com

Barnes & Thornburg LLP 
Grand Rapids / 616.742.3960 
btlaw.com

Bata Plastics Inc. 
Byron Center / 616.452.5300 
bataplastics.com

Bazzani Building Company 
Grand Rapids / 616.774.2002 
bazzani.com 

BBC Distributing 
Grand Rapids / 616.698.8828 
bbcdistributing.com

Beacon Recycling, Inc. 
Muskegon / 231.727.0722 
beaconrecycling.com

Berrien County Parks 
St Joseph / 269.983.7111  
berriencounty.org/355/parks

Berrien County Youth Fair Association 
Berrien Springs / 269.473.1662 
bcyf.us

Business and Institutional Furniture 
Manufacturer’s Association (BIFMA) 
Grand Rapids / 616.285.3963 
bifma.org

BISSELL Homecare Inc. 
Grand Rapids / 616.735.1418 
bissell.com

Blue Ocean Concepts  
Hastings / 269.580.0021

Boelcke Heating 
Stevensville / 269.429.9261 
boelckeheating.com

Brewery Vivant 
Grand Rapids / 616.719.1604 
breweryvivant.com

Brilliant General Maintenance, Inc 
San Jose, CA / 408.271.6677 
rcc-bgm.com

Building Performance Team 
Grand Rapids / 616.450.8653 
buildingperformanceteam.com

Calvin College 
Grand Rapids / 616.526.6000 
calvin.edu

Cascade Engineering 
Grand Rapids / 616.975.4800 
cascadeng.com

Catalyst Partners 
Grand Rapids / 616.454.1111 
catalyst-partners.com

Chemical Bank 
St. Joseph / 269.934.1034 
chemicalbankmi.com

Chikaming Township 
Harbert / 269.469.1676 
chikamingtownship.org 
 

Chillin’ It! Event Water Solutions 
St. Joseph / 269.944.7985 
chilliniteventwater.com

Citizens’ Climate Lobby 
Grand Rapids / 616.446.3921 
citizensclimatelobby.org/chapters/MI_
Grand_Rapids/

City of Bridgman 
Bridgman / 269.506.2780 
bridgman.org

City of Grand Rapids 
Grand Rapids / 616.456.3689 
grcity.us

Clifford’s Coffee Canal 
Benton Harbor / 269.657.2537 
cliffordscoffeecanal.com

Clothing Matters 
Grand Rapids / 616.742.2818 
clothingmatters.net

Cocoa Corporation 
Holland / 855.933.2020 
cocoa-corp.com

Comfort Research 
Grand Rapids / 616.475.5000 
comfortresearch.com

Comprenew 
Grand Rapids / 616.451.4400 
comprenew.com 

Consumers Energy 
Grand Rapids / 616.530.4333 
consumersenergy.com

Corp! Magazine 
Warren / 586.393.8815 
corpmagazine.com

Corri Sandwick Architecture  
Ada / 612.710.4352 
corrisandwick.com

County of Muskegon 
Muskegon / 231.724.6411 
co.muskegon.mi.us

Covanta Kent 
Grand Rapids / 616.235.3210 
covantaenergy.com

CRCNA Office of Social Justice 
Grand Rapids / 616.581.2020 
justice.crcna.org/climate-witness-project-0

Creative Dining Services 
Zeeland / 616.748.1700 
creativedining.com 
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Cycle Re-Cycle 
Benton Harbor / 317.374.3791 
cycle-re-cycle-swm.org

Davenport University 
Grand Rapids / 616.698.7111 
davenport.edu

Drummond Carpenter, PLLC 
Kalamazoo / 248.763.4099 
drummondcarpenter.com

E3 Prime Environments 
Ada / 414.788.0844 
e3pe.com

E3M Solutions 
Wyoming / 616.365.5680 
e3msolutions.com

Edgewater Resources 
St. Joseph / 269.932.4502 
edgewaterresouces.com

Edible Michiana 
Goshen, IN / 269.240.4100 
ediblemichiana.ediblecommunities.com

Environmental Resources Management 
Holland / 616.738.7356 
erm.com

Experience Grand Rapids 
Grand Rapids / 616.258.7388 
experiencegr.com

EZBannerz, LLC 
Grandville / 616.304.7062 
ezbannerz.com

Fair Lake Farm 
Delton / 269.623.3869

Ferris State University / Kendall College 
of Art & Design 
Grand Rapids / 616.299.4927 
ferris.edu

Feyen-Zylstra 
Grand Rapids / 616.224.7707 
feyenzylstra.com

First Micro Greenery 
Grand Rapids / 616.299.1005

Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber 
Grand Rapids / 616.464.3915 
ftch.com

Fleis & VandenBrink 
Grand Rapids / 616.977.1000 
fveng.com

Fleurology Designs 
Grand Rapids / 517.294.7576 
fleurology-designs.com

Foresight Management 
Grand Rapids / 888.389.4668 
fsmgmt.co

Founders Brewing Co. 
Grand Rapids / 616.325.1089 
foundersbrewing.com

Four Flags Area Chamber of Commerce 
Niles / 269.683.3720 
nilesmi.com

geff LP 
Grand Rapids / 302.482.4872 
geff.us 

Giving Back, Inc. 
Harbert / 312.296.2161

Goodwill Industries of Greater Grand Rapids 
Grandville / 616.532.4200 
goodwillgr.org

Gordon Food Service 
Wyoming / 616.717.4603 
gfs.com

Grand Rapids Community College  
Tassell M-TEC 
Grand Rapids / 616.234.3811 
grcc.edu

Grand Rapids Centers for  
Community Transformation 
Grand Rapids / 616.254.7739 
grcct.com

Grand Rapids Public Schools 
Grand Rapids / 616.819.1032 
grps.org

Grand Valley Metro Council 
Grand Rapids / 616.776.3876 
gvmc.org

Grand Valley State University 
Allendale / 616.331.5000 
gvsu.edu

Green Connection, Inc. 
St. Joseph / 269.983.0518 
greenconnectioninc.com

Green Earth Electronics Recycling 
St. Joseph / 269.326.1232 
greenearth1.com

Green Giftz 
Grand Rapids / 616.735.1000 
greengiftz.com

GreenHome Institute 
Grand Rapids / 616.458.6733 
greenhomeinstitute.org

Green Michigan.org 
Grand Rapids / 616.638.0670 
greenmichigan.org

GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. 
Grand Rapids / 616.956.6123 
gza.com 
 

Habitat for Humanity Kent County  
Grand Rapids / 616.774.2431 
habitatkent.org

Harbor Country Chamber of Commerce 
Three Oaks / 269.469.5409 
harborcountry.org

Haworth Inc. 
Holland / 616.393.3000 
haworth.com

Herman Miller, Inc. 
Zeeland / 616.654.3000 
hermanmiller.com

Holland Board of Public Works 
Holland / 616.355.1658 
hollandbpw.com

Home Depot 
Benton Harbor / 269.926.2173 
homedepot.com

Homes2Love Real Estate 
Berrien Springs / 269.473.1234 
dixiewong.com

Indiana Michigan Power - AEP 
Benton Harbor / 269.934.6149 
indianamichiganpower.com

Indiana University - South Bend 
South Bend, IN / 574.299.3371 
isub.edu

Intertek 
Kentwood / 616.656.7401 
intertek.com

J.B.H. Strategies 
St. Joseph / 269.921.5471

John Ball Zoo 
Grand Rapids / 616.336.2545 
jbzoo.org

Jones Lang LaSalle 
Benton Harbor / 269.923.7265 
us.jll.com

JR Automation Technologies, LLC 
Holland / 616.399.2168 
jrauto.com

Junior Achievement of the Michigan 
Great Lakes 
Grand Rapids / 616.575.9080 
juniorachievement.org/web/ja-mgl

Kaminski Farms 
Three Oaks / 269.756.7457 
kaminskifarms.com

Keen Studio 
Grand Rapids / 616.443.7497 
keenstudio.com

Kent County Department of Public Works 
Grand Rapids / 616.632.7920 
reimaginetrash.org
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Kentwood Office Furniture 
Grand Rapids / 616.957.2320 
kentwoodoffice.com

Kerry Rowe Design 
Grand Rapids / 616.295.2369 
kerryrowedesign.com

Key Green Solutions 
Grand Rapids / 616.551.0955 
keygreensolutions.com

Krasl Art Center 
St. Joseph / 269.983.0271 
krasl.org

Lake Michigan College 
Benton Harbor / 269.927.8602 
lakemichigancollege.edu

Lakeland Health 
St. Joseph / 269.983.8283 
lakelandhealth.org

Landscape Forms 
Kalamazoo / 800.430.6209 
landscapeforms.com

Lean Living LLC 
Grand Rapids / 616.520.8400

Lean & Green Michigan 
Detroit / 313.444.1474 
leanandgreenmi.com

Lehman & Lehman, Inc. 
Mishawaka, IN / 574.257.0255 
lehmanandlehman.com

The Livery Brewing Company 
Benton Harbor / 269.757.3659 
liverybrew.com

Local First of West Michigan 
Grand Rapids / 616.808.3788 
localfirst.com

Mackinaw Power 
Marquette / 616.897.1305 
mackinawpower.com

Market Technologies 
Charlevoix / 231.547.6090 
mktec.com

Meals on Wheels of SW Michigan 
Benton Harbor / 269.925.0137 
snsmeals.org

Meijer 
Grand Rapids / 616.735.7101 
meijer.com

Mercantile Bank of Michigan 
Grand Rapids / 616.726.1601 
mercbank.com

Mercy Health Saint Mary’s 
Grand Rapids / 616.685.6322 
mercyhealthsaintmarys.com

Metro Health University of Michigan 
Wyoming / 616.252.7200 
metrohealth.net

Michiana Recycling & Disposal 
Niles / 269.684.0900 
michianarecyclinganddisposal.com

Michigan Department of  
Environmental Quality 
Lansing / 517.290.2723 
michigan.gov/deq

Michigan Energy Innovation Business 
Council 
Lansing / 517.853.2571 
mieibc.org

Michigan Energy Options 
East Lansing / 517.337.0422 
michiganenergyoptions.org

Michigan League of Conservation 
Voters Education Fund 
Grand Rapids / 616.459.6459 
michigancvedfund.org

Michigan Recycling Coalition 
Lansing / 517.974.3672 
michiganrecycles.org

Miller Johnson 
Grand Rapids / 616.831.1723 
millerjohnson.com

Morgan & Morgan CPAs 
Grand Rapids / 616.776.6457 
morganscpas.com

Mud Lake Farm LLC 
Hudsonville / 616.890.7867 
mudlakefarm.com

Mull-It-Over Products 
Grandville / 616.730.2162 
mullitoverproducts.com

My Green Michigan 
Grand Rapids / 248.982.7024 
mygreenmichigan.com

Natural Capital Partners 
Ada / 616.682.4881 
naturalcapitalpartners.com

New Soil 
Jenison / 616.748.1955 
new-soil.com

Nichols 
Spring Lake / 616.656.9720 
enichols.com

Odom Re-Use 
Grawn / 616.784.USED 
odomreuse.com

Organicycle 
Grand Rapids / 616.855.3377 
organicycle.org

Padnos 
Holland / 616.396.6521 
padnos.com

Parasol Solar 
St. Joseph / 844.727.2765 
parasolsolar.com

Perrigo 
Allegan / 269.686.2564 
perrigo.com

Phoenix Resources, LLC 
Alto / 616.430.1128

PhycoTech, Inc. 
St. Joseph / 269.983.3654 
phycotech.com

Prism Science & Technology LLC 
St. Joseph / 269.983.5775 
prismscitech.com

Progressive AE 
Grand Rapids / 616.361.2664 
progressiveae.com

Rapid Green Group 
Grandville / 616.791.4747 
rapidgreengroup.com

REAP Fruit Ridge Markets Guide 
Grand Rapids / 616.293.4727 
fruitridgemarket.com

RecycleBoxBin  
Grand Rapids / 616.558.2515 
recycleboxbin.com

Repcolite Paints/Recoat Paint 
Holland / 616.396.1275 
recoatpaint.com

Republic Services 
Jenison / 616.662.6839 
republicservices.com

Restorative Lake Sciences LLC 
Spring Lake / 616.843.5636 
restorativelakesciences.com

Rhoades McKee 
Grand Rapids / 616.235.3500 
rhoadesmckee.com

Rockford Construction 
Grand Rapids / 616.285.6933 
rockfordconstruction.com

Sarett Nature Center 
Benton Harbor / 269.927.4832 
sarett.com

Schupan Recycling 
Grand Rapids / 616.245.5010 
schupan.com/container-recycling
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Scooter Joe’s Wheel & Water Rental 
St. Joseph / 603.557.0546 
scootjoe.com

Sierra Club Michigan Chapter 
Lansing / 616.956.6646 
sierraclub.org/michigan

Solar Winds Power Systems 
Shelbyville / 616.635.7855 
thesolarwinds.com

Southwest Michigan Planning 
Commission 
Benton Harbor / 269.362.3300 
swmpc.org

SpartanNash 
Grand Rapids / 616.878.8625 
spartannash.com

Spectrum Health 
Grand Rapids / 866.989.7999 
spectrumhealth.org

St. Joseph Charter Township 
St. Joseph / 269.429.7703 
sjct.org

Starks Funeral Home 
St. Joseph / 269.556.9450 
starksfh.com

Steelcase Corporation 
Grand Rapids / 616.247.2710 
steelcase.com

Stryker Corporate 
Plainwell / 269.389.5305 
stryker.com

Sustainable Partners LLC 
Grand Rapids / 616.218.1544 
spart-llc.com

Sustainable Research Group 
Grand Rapids / 616.301.1059 
sustainableresearchgroup.com

Thayer Products 
St. Joseph / 269.925.0633 
thayerproducts.com

The Gluten Free Bar 
Grand Rapids / 616.755.8432 
theglutenfreebar.com

The Livery Brewing 
Benton Harbor / 269.757.3659 
liverybrew.com

The Rapid 
Grand Rapids / 616.456.7514 
ridetherapid.org

Thomas J. Newhouse Design, LLC 
Grand Rapids / 616.791.9168 
thomasjnewhouse-design.com

Trendway 
Holland / 616.994.5437 
trendway.com

United Container Company 
St. Joseph / 800.253.2840 
unitedcontainer.com

Upright Farms 
St. Joseph / 269.985.0800 
uprightfarms.org

Urban Roots 
Grand Rapids / 616.228.4707 
urbanrootsgr.org

Valley City Electronic Recycling, Inc. 
Kentwood / 616.235.1500 
valleycityer.com

Van Buren Conservation District 
Paw Paw / 269.657.4030 
vanburencd.org

Volta Power Systems 
Holland / 616.226.4222 
voltapowersystems.com

Village of Paw Paw 
Paw Paw / 269.657.3148 
pawpaw.net

Warner Norcross & Judd  
Grand Rapids / 616.752.2000 
wnj.com

Wege Foundation 
Grand Rapids / 616.957.0480 
wegefoundation.com

West Michigan Environmental 
Action Council 
Grand Rapids / 616.451.3051 
wmeac.org

West Michigan Works!  
Grand Rapids / 616.336.4460 
westmiworks.org

Whirlpool Corporation 
St. Joseph / 269.923.8268 
whirlpool.com

Wightman & Associates 
Benton Harbor / 269.927.0200 
wightman-assoc.com

Wolverine Building 
Grand Rapids / 616.949.3360 
wolvgroup.com

Wolverine Worldwide 
Rockford / 616.866.5524 
wolverineworldwide.com

Woodways 
Grand Rapids / 616.956.3070 
woodwayscustom.com

Membership in West Michigan 
Sustainable Business Forum is on an 
annual, calendar year basis. Membership 
dues fund the vast majority of the forum’s 
work. 

Corporate members receive a profile page 
on wmsbf.org, access to special education 
and networking opportunities, the ability to 
promote events and happenings through 
our blog and newsletter, voting rights 
and professional memberships for all 
employees. Professional members receive 
a personal profile on wmsbf.org and access 
to members-only content. 

Dues are a donation tax deductible to the 
fullest extent of the law.

1-2 employees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100

3-10 employees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $150

11-100 employees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $300

101-1,000 employees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500

1,000 employees or more . . . . . . . . . . . $750

Professional (non-member company) . . $50

Student (non-member university)  . . . . . $25

Become A Member
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Learn more at: wmsbf.org

P.O. Box 68696  
Grand Rapids, MI 49516
616.422.7963

A 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
Our EIN Number is 26-3787387.

West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum
provides education, resources and 
opportunities for collaboration to novice and 
advanced sustainable business programs. 

Regular WMSBF monthly membership 
meetings occur on the second Monday of 
most months, with additional conferences, 
workshops, tours, and mixers scheduled 
throughout the year in West and Southwest 
Michigan.

Sustainability
 
Circular Economy 

Climate Leadership

Social Responsibility


